A QUARTERLY

Community Forest

illage of Lumby elected
Vofficials, staff, and residents

long ago envisioned a
community forest that would
help strengthen and diversify the

area’s economy. That dream is
now many steps closer to reality.

In April, the Village was invited
by the Minister of Forests and

VILLAGE

Lumby and Splatsin partner to
strengthen and diversify local economy

Range to apply for a Community
Forest Agreement. The Village
then approached the Splatsin
First Nation about co-managing a
Community Forest Licence on
land owned by and/or accessible
to both parties. The resulting
Memorandum of Understanding
(MOU) paves the way for
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development of the Lumby-
Splatsin Community Forest to be
located within the Splatsin
Traditional Use Area bordering
on the Village of Lumby. If
granted by the new Ministry of
Forests, Lands and Natural
Resource Operations, the
Community Forest Agreement
will be a long-term replaceable
tenure, with an annual allowable
cut of 20,000 metres.

continues on page 2

46 residential care beds coming soon to Lumby

Construction is scheduled to begin next month on Interior Health’s new 46-bed residential care facility located on Norris
Avenue next to Lumby’s health centre and near Monashee Place and Saddle Mountain Place, which are both operated by
the Lumby Senior Citizens Housing Society.

Of the eight groups to submit proposals for the facility’s design, construction, and operation, inSite Housing, Hospitality &
Health Services was the successful proponent. inSite operates seniors’ independent, supportive, and assisted living
communities throughout BC, including residential care villages in Sicamous, Revelstoke, Lake Country, Kelowna,

Keremeous, Golden, Barriere, Ashcroft, and Grand Forks. inSite has also been selected to build and operate 71 new
publicly funded residential care beds in Salmon Arm.

Village councils and residents have lobbied long and hard for this facility. Vernon-Monashee MLA and former Lumby
mayor Eric Foster says that in addition to helping Lumby residents stay in their own community, the facility will provide
long-term benefits to the whole region. For example, it will relieve pressure at Vernon Jubilee Hospital, while helping
residents of Lavington and Cherryville. Construction is expected to be complete in November 2012.




Community Forest Update

continued from page 1

As outlined in the MOU, the
overall objectives of the
partnership are to:

* Ensure sustained harvest
throughout the license area
and potentially increase the
annual allowable cut over time
through innovative forest
practices

* Practice integrated environ-
mental stewardship that reflects
a broad spectrum of forest
values

* Provide social and economic
benefits to Lumby residents
and members of the Splatsin
First Nation

» Consult with Lumby and
Splatsin residents about priority
setting and financial decision
making

* Maintain a long-term view for
deriving benefits from the
community forest area.

More specifically, preliminary
guiding principles reflect a strong
commitment to both the
communities of Lumby and
Splatsin by:

* Providing employment and
contracting opportunities

* Ensuring competitive timber
sale marketing to encourage
local demand for timber,
processing, and value-added
manufacturing

» Encouraging integration,
innovation, and
competitiveness between
primary and secondary
manufacturers

« Utilizing services and products
of local suppliers wherever
possible on a competitive basis

» Maintaining a local focus on
cultural heritage and the
conservation of biodiversity,
wildlife and fishery values
through appropriate planning,
research and consultation with
the public, governments, and
other resource user groups

* Establishing and maintaining
long-term capital reserves for
the operation of the company.

To expedite the application
process, which can take up to
two years, Lumby and Splatsin
have agreed to a governance
structure that includes a board of
directors with two
representatives from the Village
of Lumby, two from the Splatsin
First Nation, and one other
representative. They will soon
identify the land to be included
with the community forest
agreement area. The application
will then be submitted to the
province, after which a Forest
Stewardship Plan will be
developed with the help of a
professional forester. Harvesting
could begin as early as next year.

As required by the provincial
government, both the Village of

Lumby and the Splatsin First
Nation are building awareness
about the community forest and
inviting residents’ feedback. To
that end, the Village hosted open
houses September 7th in Lumby
and September 8th in Enderby.
Lumby residents also received a
mail-in survey, the feedback from
which will be included in the
application to the province. If
you have any questions or
comments regarding the
community forest, please contact
Lumby’s chief administrative
officer Tom Kadla.

A ‘community forest’ is any
forest operation managed by
a local government, commu-
nity group, or First Nation for
the benefit of the whole
community. BC is home to 39
active community forests;
another 15 are in the works.
The opportunity to enter into a
Community Forest Licence is
offered to qualifying commu-
nities and established when
the provincial governments

grants forest management

rights under a tenure
agreement.
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your hard-earned cash. A leak of one
drip per second can waste up to 25
litres of water a day ...that’s enough to
fill more than 180 bathtubs in one
year! Most leaks are easy to
fix by simply replacing
worn washers... go
online to learn how.

So, what are you
waiting for?




